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	Course Description

	This thesis is designed for students to put in practice what they have learned theoretically in research methods. The research work will comprise of 12000 - 20000 words culminating in a minor thesis, which is normally completed in 15 weeks. An academic supervisor will be appointed to each student. The supervisor’s task is to guide, monitor and check the student’s progress and at the same time guide the project in the right direction. He will also resolve issues faced by students during the process of research, such as: advising on an appropriate thesis topic, literature review, data collection and analysis, research methodology and finally the recommendations.  Internal as well as external examiners are appointed to grade the final project. Some grade-points are reserved for the assigned student’s supervisor.



	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aim of the Course
	
	
	
	
	

	By the completion of this course, students should be able to:
1. Demonstrate ability to satisfy the requirements necessary to complete a minor thesis
2. Carry out a viable academic research under supervision
3. Identify research trend and research gaps in their areas of expertise based on analysis and synthesis of literature. 
4. Develop research questions to address a research gap.
5. Design a research methodology required to answer the research questions. 
6. Apply academic, business and statistical analytical on their research data. 
7. Demonstrate ability to write-up dissertation and produce publishable manuscript. 


	Course Content
	
	
	
	
	

	This is a 100% research work.  The content is based on the topic agreed between the students and their supervisors.  During regular meetings between students and supervisors, the research progress will be developed starting from the formulation of research questions, to the preparation of research proposal, along through the actual conduct of research and concluding by the write-up of the thesis. The final thesis is to be defended in front of the internal and external examiners.
There is no prescribed textbook for this course. Students who wish to recall some of the elements of research methods can read the reference material mentioned in this specification.






	Learning Resources
	
	

	Required Text

	Nil 


	Supplementary Materials

	Research Methods for Business: A Skill-Building Approach
Uma Sekaran, Roger Bougie 
http://eu.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-111994225X.html

Management and Business Research 
	Mark Easterby-Smith 
	

	Richard Thorpe 
	

	Paul R Jackson 
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You are required to format your final thesis as per following outline:
Title page	See Annexure - A  
Abstract  	(200 – 300 words; Summary of thesis highlighting objectives, methodology and major findings) 
Chapter 1	Introduction 
Introduction   	(2000 - 3000 words; problem statement, objectives, purpose, scope, background, significance, organization of the report)500
Chapter 2	Literature Review 
Literature Review 	(5000 – 6000 words; earlier work including relevant theories and models; theoretical frameworks; must be structured and ends up in research gap and/or proposed model/hypotheses) 3500
Chapter 3	Methods 
Methodology 	(2000 -2500 words; research philosophy; research design;  research methods (qualitative vs quantitative); data collection methods (focus groups; interviews); sampling; questionnaire design; data preparation) 1400
Chapter 4 	Analyses & Findings 
Analyses 	(1500 - 2000 words; illustrate how data has been analyzed? Using descriptive statistics, frequency distribution, or using pie chart, bar chart, etc. or any other techniques used in data analyses including regressions, factor analysis or other multivariate techniques; reliability and validity of data)
Findings	(2000- 2500 words; with the help of tables illustrate major findings)
Chapter 5	Conclusions 
Conclusions 	(700-1000 words; without tables write the implications of your findings)
Recommendations  	(700-1000 words; without tables write the recommendations to target audience)
Limitations	(500-700 words; limitations of research work like lack of time and resources)
Need for further research 	(500- 700 words; based on limitations write what can be done in future on the same topic)
Appendices 
References 
General Report Guidelines 
USE APA Format for referencing 
1. General 
1. Initials should be used without spaces or full points. 
2. Up to three authors may be listed. If more are provided, then list the first three authors and represent the rest by et al. Fewer authors followed by et al. is also acceptable. 
2. Text citations 
1. All references in the text and notes must be specified by the authors’ last names and date of publication together with page numbers if given. 
2. Do not use ibid., op. cit., infra., supra. Instead, show the subsequent citation of the same source in the same way as the first. 
3. Where et al. is used in textual citations, this should always be upright, not italic. 
Note the following for the style of text citations: 
1. If the author’s name is in the text, follow with year in parentheses: 
... Author Last Name (year) has argued ... 
2. If author’s name is not in the text, insert last name, comma and year: 
... several works (Author Last Name, year) have described ... 
3. Where appropriate, the page number follows the year, separated by a colon: 
... it has been noted (Author Last Name, year: page nos) that ... 
4. Where there are two authors, give both names, joined by ‘and’; if three or more authors, use et al.: 
... it has been stated (Author Last Name and Author Last Name, year) ... 
... some investigators (Author Last Name et al., year) ... 
5. If there is more than one reference to the same author and year, insert a, b, etc. in both the text and the list: 
... it was described (Author Last Name, yeara, yearb) ... 
6. Enclose within a single pair of parentheses a series of references, separated by semicolons: 
... and it has been noted (Author Last Name and Author Last Name, year; Author Last Name and Author Last Name, year; Author Last Name, year) ... 
Please order alphabetically by author names. 
7. If two or more references by the same author are cited together, separate the dates with a comma: 
... the author has stated this in several studies (Author Last Name, year, year, year, year) ... Please start with the oldest publication. 
8. Enclose within the parentheses any brief phrase associated with the reference: 
... several investigators have claimed this (but see Author Last Name, year: page nos–page nos) 
9. For an institutional authorship, supply the minimum citation from the beginning of the complete reference: 
... a recent statement (Name of Institution, year: page nos) ... 
... occupational data (Name of Bureau or Institution, year: page nos) reveal ... 
10. For authorless articles or studies, use the name of the magazine, journal, newspaper or sponsoring organization, and not the title of the article: 
... it was stated (Name of Journal, year) that ... 



3. Reference list 
1. Check that the list is in alphabetical order (treat Mc as Mac). 
2. Names should be in upper and lower case. 
3. Where several references have the same author(s), do not use ditto marks or em dashes; the name must be repeated each time. 
4. Last Names containing de, van, von, De, Van, Von, de la, etc. should be listed under D and V respectively. List them as: De Roux DP and not Roux DP, de. When cited in the main text without the first name, use capitals for De, Van, Von, De la, etc. (Van Dijk, year) 
5. Names containing Jr or II should be listed as follows: 
• Author Last Name Initial Jr (year) 
• Author Last Name Initial II (year) 
6. References where the first-named author is the same should be listed as follows: 
• Single-author references in date order; 
• Two-author references in alphabetical order according to the second author’s name; 
• Et al. references in alphabetical order; in the event of more than one entry having the same date, they should be placed in alphabetical order of second (or third) author, and a, b, etc. must be inserted. 

Brown J (2003) 
Brown TR and Yates P (2003) 
Brown W (2002) 
Brown W (2003a) 
Brown W (2003b) 
Brown W and Jones M (2003) 
Brown W and Peters P (2003) 
Brown W, Hughes J and Kent T (2003a) 
Brown W, Kent T and Lewis S (2003b) 
7. Check that all periodical data are included – volume, issue and page numbers, publisher, place of publication, etc. 
8. Journal titles should not be abbreviated in SAGE Harvard journal references 
9. Where et al. is used in reference lists, it should always be upright, not italic. 


	Attachments 
	
	

	Guidelines  

	· General Framework of the Research Proposal 

· General Framework of Writing Thesis and Dissertation






	 	
